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Rochester Roots/Routes, ra

Jerusalem, the workmen

lls and unpaved streels;
ckaxe, it descended

No man saw the building of New
crowded together, the unfinished walls @
no man heard the clink of trowel and pt

out of heaven from God.
—SEELEY-Ecce Homo, Ch. XXIV

Throughout
our history,
maps have
been used to
document

the growth
and develop-
ment of
nations.

As we trace
the growth of
roots in the
black com-
munity of the
Rochester, NY
area, we find
travel routes
that range

from the
networks that

formed sta-
tions along the
Underground
Railroad to the
great migra-
tion patterns
in the decade
between 1910-
1920 to the
settling of
migrant
workers after
World War II.

Blacks
arriving from

Culpepper,
Virginia and
Sanford,
Florida form
the greatest
numbers of
non-natives.

Maps are illustrations of history, detailed specifications
of our origins and destinations. During the celebration of
this year’s sesquicentennial in the Western New York city
of Rochester, the dominating—if not publicized—theme
will be the development, use and significance of maps.

Early markings on the walls of prehistoric caves may
pave been the first directional guides to find life-sustain-
mng]ood anddfag;ily-protective shelter.

ese crude drawings were also chronicles of hi
placgme;nt of early roots and a strategy for latelf E;itgersy, a

Wlthm t}.ne.boundaries of the encompassing sesquicc;,n-
;;qnnzl festivities, a seldom documented and rarely pub-
cll(;;teed .segment of local black American history will be

\
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tive Land, Native People (1600-15.;,

A nation of Seneca Indians, part utj a protective leagy,
of native Americans Were the earliest known hyp,,
inhabitants of Western New York.

They did not, however, c.hoosc to build their Jop,
houses at the 43°10’ north latitude and 77°36" west |op

gitude point ON the map. Early Rochcs"tcr, N'cw York wag
wet with confining marsh land and thick with the natjy,
American’s sacred trees of peace. |

A picturesque series of waterfalls magnified the flow
the river now and then. Here was a source of power that
would change the face of the Seneca Nation’s maps.

Reports from soldiers in combat with the Senecas gpg
surveys of roughly sketched maps, unearthed a golden
opportunity for land development, leasing and sales.

Both New York and Massachusetts staked claims to the
Western New York area after the Revolutionary War, A
compromise of Massachusetts ownership and New York
governing power was put into effect, bypassing the rights
of the Seneca Nation and other owning members of the

[roquois League.

Na

‘F an:lily keepsakes—such as photographs, diaries, letters, or the old
amily bible’s recordings of births, deaths and marriages—could be

the basis of historical verification, d ing i
: : , documenting important events in
our past. The DuBois family treasures are pictured above.

Ollver. Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham purchased six and
a half million acres from Massachusetts for six cents an
acre. As a precautionary measure, Phelps and Gorham
effectqd a treaty 1n 1788 with the Senecas for two and @
half ml!lion acres for less than thirteen thousand dollars
An additional one hundred acre plot, twelve miles wide
and twenty-eight miles long was included for the purpo:¢
of building mills to grind corn and cut wood.
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The new.ly deeded one hundred acres located cast of the Al
Genesc® River (Chen-ne-see-o- pleasant, clear opening ) | ;f;
| ¢ was an Fng

b : A , ) . ., “'

at the Four Comners—a thriving commercial downtown : -. 1 |
n Of ROCheSter-‘WaS dCC(1C(‘ t“ [:hcnt't'/(‘l “l'“h ”' EAYC U }’ L i s ‘217 : s & l ! — | ‘

ctio
X in exchange for building and operat: Indians that Fheneerer Al |
Allan in 8 and operating the grist and g cezer Allan took s & wife was on
» KT » AT CSsTirs
saw mil .. -
«Indian” Allan was reportedly—at various times wed , Ihe black heritage came in throueh Vireinis
d(.‘f._{f«&uf‘.d RJ“[’ '-_“1 was nere and s i ' | & |

to an Indiaq squaw whose father, Captain Sunfish. was
black: a white woman and possibly a freed black slave
AcCOl‘dlng to Joan Allen, the daughter of the late James

thnmgh mingied with the Indians
”\C‘ uone :’nm; that 1 ¢ AN Say abhoul P hene
Ihd! ne had SVER Or it women il

Edgar Allen, their family members are descend: { : Clg
oneer settler Ebeneezer Allan. ants of the

: woman was his last wife
pl In fCulﬂw!(U(HrIg the oral history from her father Ms
Allen said her father's grandfather owned property sl
Oover the COUNty " that he inhertted from Ebeneezer Allan
but he “sold it all off

“1 am related to quite a number of people in Rochestes
who might not want to say they are related to me  bocaus
| am black and they are white,” she said

Her father’s cousin Lillian Hall is the oldest Allen d
scendant living now. She is the great, great granddaughies
of Elvira Allen (see cover). Mrs. Hall operated a restau
rant and bar on the comer of Clarissa Street and Bronson
Avenue from 1950-1974

All of her father’s brothers and sister are deceased. Joarn
Allen is a freelance painter and writer. Her sister Jovee 15 a
secretary at Eastman Kodak. A brother, James V. Allen s
principal of W.E.B. DuBois Academy and a brother, John
IS @ supervisor at Xerox

"My father had a thing for ‘)" in the names,” she said

A cousin, Gus Newport, 1s mayor of Berkeley, Califos
nia. Her mother is Mrs. Clementine Allen

The first settler on the east side of the Genesee River in
1795 was Asa Dunbar, a black salt miner. A plaque al
North Winton Road documents his residenc Yy in a place the
Senecas called Irondequoit—where bay meets lake. The
Dunbar family left for Canada, swallowed up in the mys
teries that too often shroud black history

In 1803 Colonel Nathaniel Rochester and two assos
1ates, Majors Carroll and Fitzhugh, armved from Mary
land and purchased the one hundred acre tract. There had
been a senes of sales and exchanges over the years and the
price of the property was now seventeen dollars and 1ty
cents an acre.

Colonel Rochester returned to the area in 1510 with len

e -’ &N
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T i ‘; ‘;; ’riM:ek’:-e’;v freed black slaves and settled south of the prized land,
:lomel:ﬁct:srgzgeht: Jli.ta’:gl:;l:g;og:;la; ll‘;l((,)rae;fewport' and located on the shores of Lake Ontario and the banks of the
’ wpo ’ - '
Charlotte “Lottie” Allen. Genesee River.

Here and there, a small black community reached out o
join hands and silently built their New lerusalem

Words of freedom spread fast and in 1817, Austin
Steward, a former slave from Virginia followed the Ifree

“Allen is the proper spelling of the name, some people

spell it Allan,” said Joan Allen.

“My father was born in a log cabin in North Rose, New
York in 1905. My father’s mother was Phoebe Mae New- . | 26 G0
port who was a mixture of Indian, black and white. His dom trail to Rochester ad opcnc'd a store on ;sz | 'M[“
father was Vincent Allen, black and Indian. Street.f’lzkhe shame ygzltlr, a charter wasru{)gz]m'x[;i a(!:)‘th::l : ;w

‘ chesterville was incorporate X on |

R il hc Nevwports wiere 1= 20 570 gl :flif) :/as gorowing larger and larg?rx:ts the economic poten

traced from Ebeneezer Allan. We were descendants on | . and larger as the coonomic poses

both sides. His parents were second or third cousins.” Ms. tial from the river, lake and canal was becoming a re ality
| ' ’ 1 on nexl page

Allen remembers her father’s stories about Ebeneezer Continued on next |
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R OCHESTER ROOTS/RO o A Route to Freedom (s,
d slave, amved g e iy,
: , L

~instrumental in placing 2 memori
fice in Rochester’s C1viC Plaza.

PP

at Favor Street. He was

also active in the :
anti-slavery movement,
and his church became

one of the main stops
on the Underground
Railroad.

Religion was a unifying force for black Americaps,
especially former slaves. They sought and found Christ-

ianity as a signpost in their journey through the wilderness
of slavery. First, prayers in the privacy of their honpes,
then prayer meetings in rented halls and finally organized
churches.

Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church was a beacon of hope
for black Rochesterians. Two earlier wooden structures
were replaced by an impressive brick building (1907) with
a series of memorial windows honoring Frederick Doug-
lass, Susan B. Anthony, Harriet Tubman and others. The
church was a center of social action—Underground Rail-
road station, North Star newspaper and women’s suf-
frage.

Early black Methodist and Baptist churches were frag-
ments of white religious groups, shaped into their own
culturally individual likenesses Routes toward self-suffi-

ciency and the opportunity to exercise black leadership in
the church also planted the roots for Elks, Masons and
other social organizations.

The masons were founded in Boston in

1775 by Pri
Hall, a free black from Barbados ¥

and fourteen other

Illustration By Jesse Battle

..Every Negro, mulatto or mustee vy, the
before the fourth day of July, one thousang e
and ninety-nine shall, from and after 1p, fourth g, "dre
e :housaﬂd ﬂ'ght hundred and wenty ven he ;" Y Jut,

LAWS OF NEW YORK, Ch_ 137, ' /"*
(March 31, 1817,
In the Matter ({f(‘ulur
Aileon Higgenbotham 7,

LTF )
“r

N A
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Travel routes to Rocht?ster were filled wigh g
employees for the growing flour mills 4 their Tf""’
industries when the Ene Canal was completeq “c:::&:

Two years later, New York State passed 41 S,
tion Act, easing the fears of runaway slaves 44
ing the migration of blac.ks from other States
sudden and overwhelming demand for the
use of maps.

Rochester, claiming to manufacture more f
any other center on any map in the world, wqs
rated as a city in 1834. Main Street was bust]
impressive new buildings. The forest in the e
was gone. Tall, straight trees that lifted thei
the sky were now flat beams of wood. furnishing ¢
floors and walls of banks, insurance Companies, h()lc]\c

restaurants, dry goods stores, attrorneys’ offices and other
businesses.
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Austin
Steward

lived in
Rochester

off and on
from c1817.
1830s. He
forged new
routes lor
DEWEr roots
when he
headed a group
of runaway
slaves begining
anew lileof
f]‘eedl_si:‘; n the
Wilberforce
Colony in
Ontari
Canadu.

Austin Steward was an advocate of freedom for blacks
He had suffered the indignities of slavery for over twenty-
two years and was dedicated to the abolishmen!
kind of servitude.

In 1831, he was vice-president of the First Annic
vention of the People of Color in Philadelphia. |
the beginning of a continuing pattern of conc e
Where people of color united for freedom. Forero:! 1
discussions was the support of settlements in Canacs &
the opposition of colonization in Canada.

A much travelled abolitionist, Stewart—forg!"* ™




oved his family to the Wilber.
ada in 1831 to head a group of runa.

an beginning a new life in a free com.

wurned t0 Rochester, distllusioned by fund

Y vere ded receipt :
51,06 e expenses exceeded receipts. Years

Ny 957 Canan !
I"“oghe movoqct;)oumal of black history, Twenty Ty,
B e class(:nd Forty Years a Freeman.

" shadow of a Giant (1847-160

, —ox—Truth is of no color—God is the Father

Right i’aﬁf;n:e are brethren.
i all MOTTO, The North Star
’ (December 3, 1847)
william C. Nell, Publisher
Frederick Douglass, Co-editor
Martin R. Delaney, Co-editor

L e e ——— - —— — -
“.'.“‘-.-M-D~ ATETR W IF G A AA T e v v

“TAE NORTH STAR. _
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MONRSTIR N Y. FRIDAY, DECENBER & i)

A - Stun s wuw arepens e By S S S S e S W S S —— i — . w— -~ .-
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New enthusiasm for black Americans in Rochester was
tyident in 1847 with the arrival of Frederick Douglass. A

-— —— N

~ nnaway slave, famous orator and a new champion for the
b m@%hveq cause, Douglass printed the first copy of his
~ North Star in Rochester, New York, December 3, 1847.
| Villiam Lloyd Garrison, the great abolitionist and
| ditor of the anti-slavery publication, The Liberator, did

- Otbelieve the cause would support another newspaper

.S:human bondage.
1529‘* had originz.dly planned to publigh the No.rth
1 gleveland, Ohio but reports of a highly active

r.f;mi movement—led by Susan B. Anthony and

v W Cady Stanton—called for a change to Roches-
Y York.
\r... Ps€ In history fails in too many accounts to credit

o oolany’s role with The North Star. Delany—
~» S8HI0r, scientist, inventor, physician, freemason,

-

; .' s Tal J v h .
: f b3 . ‘I- ‘—.' - J
A ' "" A r = 3 ' '
- L ‘_' 4 of s .
‘ f'.‘ “.‘;v{ i . : ': | y 1 984
e ) R |

. activities.

| nal :
nallunallsmu ilice and the ’)(’*({
“ontributing ¢

was Nitially listed &

b Subs
ditor According 1

? Pl et apud
K lw Hz‘m.m 5 ”JJI!.‘.R

| | 0- 1874, abolitionist b
and acting editor of The North Star R

| . |
travelled with Douglass8 10-1873, lecturer who often

8 ' '
Chlarlcs Lewis Reason, 1818. 1893, prominent leader
st black professor in American college |

black lawyer

: James W.C. Pcnnipgton. 1809-1871, minister, writer
James Monroe Whitfield, 1822-1871. barber, poet
® James Cephas Holley, 1825-1855. poet
® James MCCunc Smith, 1813-1865, physician,
abolitionist, writer
@ Hemjy. Highland Garnet, 1815-1882, minister, abolitionist
In addition, a number of singular women—black and white-—as

\yell as women s organizations fell under the Douglass shadow, a
list too long to include in this space

EDITOR’S NOTE: Most of the material for the period invaly
ing Frederick Douglass was selected from the notes and library of
Sidney Gallwey, an instructor in the Training Division of the Urban
League of Rochester. Additional period material on Frederick
Douglass and early Rochester was taken from the notes of
Howard Coles, publisher of The Frederick Voice newspaper and his
book, Cradle of Liberty, Volume I, ©1941,

Delany, The Beginnings of Black Nationalism, Delany
was credited as co-founder and designated co-editor

The switch from Cleveland to Rochester for the more
active environment of women'’s anti-slavery activity has
an ironic twist. In 1848, during a National Negro Conven-
tion in Cleveland and chaired by Frederick Douglass, De-
laney recommended more active participation by women
His proposal was rejected.

However, the contributions of Douglass to Rochester
and the country is noteworthy and documented by count-

less citations, awards and other honors. |

In the beginning, The North Star was published in the
basement of the Memorial A.M.E. Zion C hurch on Favo:
Street, a flourishing center for other “underground

Harriet Tubman conducted and supervised her Under-

ground Railroad from that same basement. Sugn B(
Anthony and her movement Were involved in support O

i_slavery movement. |
the anti-slavery Continued on nexi page

|7
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ROCHESTER ROOTS/ROUTES Continued
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All the Brave Generals (1861-1865)

And then we saw the lightning, and that was the guns. And
then we heard the thunder and that was the big guns. And
then we heard the rain falling and that was the drops of blood
falling. And when we came to get in the crops, it was dead
men that we reaped.

HARRIET TUBMAN, ex slave, abolitionist
Union scout and Freedom Fighter (describing a battle
of the Civil War which she witnessed.)
Preface to And Then We Heard the Thunder

By John Oliver Killens

Map making was a profitable business during the Civil
War. Military personnel planned their journeys of
destruction and survival on the precious pieces of paper.
When there were no printed maps available, hand-drawn
directions were quickly sketched on envelopes, pages
from books and any scrap of paper available.

Citizens and slaves in “limbo™ no doubt peered anxi-
ously over maps to follow the battle-by-battle journeys of
the Union and Confederate armies.

It was a war that divided families and friends, in some
instances putting free blacks against slaves. In what may
have been the last formal action by either side, Sergeant
Adann Price of the Fifth Massachusetts Calvary, raised
the Union Jack in victory at Appomattox Court House in

Virginia when General Robert E. Lee surrendered to Gen-
eral Ulysses S. Grant.

Charles Henry Price,
Sr. is the son of Adann
Price, a Civil War vet-
eran who raised the
Union flag in victory at
Appomattox Court
House in Virginia.
Charles came to
~  Rochester from Ithaca,
. ¢1918, and worked at
the Howland Relin Fur-
niture Company, the
N.Y. Central Railroad
Station and later in the
courthouse. His mar-
riage to Jennie Louise
Stevens produced a son,
Charles Henry Price,
Jr., who became the 1st
black officer in the
Rochester police

department.

During the war, Frederick Douglass was one of the
more prominent recruiters for blacks to join the Union
Army. He sent black recruits from Rochester while Martin
Delany sent recruits from Pittsburgh and other western
cities. Both their sons, Lewis Douglass and Toussaint
L’Overture Delany enlisted in the 54th Massachusetts
Regiment under Colonel Robert Gould Shaw.

Martin Delany was commissioned a Major, the first
black field officer in the Civil War. Frederick Douglass,
however, did not receive a promised commission but con-
tinued his recruiting efforts.

Fresh from her triumphs as shrewd “general” during the

18

Underground Railroad fq,
teered her services to the
The “Moses” of her pe
lead her army to the New
Harriet Tubman was j fy;,
area prior to and throughout the 'Bure i
and plain looking woman, g}, S |
intellectual and sophisticate o INgleq . asil, Nettey,
York. - Rocheg,
There was time to support anti-slaye T Ney
Doug].ass and womens' l‘ights With Su)-' With "’Cd.r
And time to don the battle dresg f g:ugan i ’\mh;r“'i
plot a course of victory through the ligh[rnlla SOldie, my
of canons as a spy and nurse for Union tmng ang lhu,:m
During the North-South conflic; 1. P* e
battlefield for both sides. For 2 mi  on |
ones left behind, the cries from : JIIVQ\‘undl he

ays, H
s d
uplc f(mnd \

ot C war, blac |
together to protect their Interest in freedom lacks bundcd

Every day is a line, paragraph, page chaw.
history. There is no dout%t, pthisp‘;)%i{(:dh‘tﬁ.t “tr, Or book i
Rochester area could produce a complete libr; 'ME In the
information on black Americans. 1Y Ot usefy

Forgotten or thrown-away letters could be the
historical verification as noted by the
interpretation of the Douglass Paper.

Old diaries, receipts, organizational mj
and other personal papers help to reconstry
frames for documentatlor} of imponaqt EVents in our pagt

All together, along with pieces of clothing, jewelr
furnishings and photographs, historians and arcf’lcolngj\y[\’
are able to lay out a map that defines our rooss g
examines the routes of our journeys through time.

Our examination of Civil War history is incomplete. No
history is ever complete. In years to come, we may
unearth even more buried achievements by black Ameri-
cans in what was to them believed to have been the final
struggle for victory.

| asis of
Xamination and

nuw\ unitau\
Ctspecific time

Peace Be Still (1866-1900)

They shall beat their swords into plough shares, and their
spears into pruning books; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation neither shall they learn war any more.

ISAIAH 11:4

The victory did not come without pain. There w& nc?
mass movement to equalize the races. In the faraws (L;i |
ners and sometimes, even in the open spaces, (h¢ "
tions of black Americans were worse than 1t We
the Civil War. T v

Survival was not necessarily for the fittest.
mainly for those who endured.

In Rochester, New York, there was
money. Slaves who had travelled this route

\ "\, IQ‘[C

9 run f O 111

e .....c.
to reach !

about...time!] uly,
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: omic stability—as free
" seggw -oots were being planted.

L blc change in the status of freedom
ot}gn black people to endure. Their old

the new ideas.

.

. ' rared in the grocery and general store he owned on
wsmeﬂsistgicold Calidonia Avenue (now Clarissa Street) and

e OO " His daughter, Elizabeth “Bessie” Stevens Walls,
Wﬁé mck school teacher in Rochester.

: ‘“Uncle Jesse came here first,” said Henry Thornton
williams (see page 21) who was born in 1892. “Years ago
o East Avenue they use to have oil lamps—all those rich

oole out there—and he use to sell oil before he started

o grocery store. He would go down on a one-horse

~ yagonhe had.”

 Henry Thornton Williams” mother, Tulip (Mines) Wil-

' [iams is the sister of Maria (Mines) Stevens. Tulip and

" Maria were from Dawn, a town in Hanover County, near
Richmond, Virginia.

. Maria Stevens was married to Jesse Stevens who came

 liom the same area in Virginia.

. Mania and Jesse’s daughter, Jennie Louise, married

- \haries Henry Price, Sr. who was the son of Adann Price,

- d¥eteran of the Civil War.

M grandmother Jennie Louise Price was born in

1008

1892, here in the Rochester area, in a farmhouse, where

" Was a flour mill off East Avenue,” remembered

4

-
-

: % ® Ann Price. She is the daughter of Captain Charles
t '.; :-‘:,;’ . : . .

| tirst black policeman and first black police cap-

- ochester, New York.

. : : w‘:‘j"'.

ot BT s« -
e - daUghter of the Stevens, Florence Elizabeth

, PA
L.
o
-

<« ‘

- UNSle” (CQ
g .tin(slt{e::ﬁls) Walls was the first black school
ity o ST A son, Harry Stevens, had @
m on Cottage Street near Seward.
19 Provided services were survivors in the

~ . ]
. d R ,..&_ -. M.. -
A /1
"voll/S 10 I
| ..‘.‘{. é\-' l‘ ': | y 984
4‘ A R d ’
<.

1 ‘ N -

]

in fn(u:' on |
| | ghclmr INC Mgt st o
\ d, Florida e

les, publ
Voi " PULIsher of The Freg .-
ice and gdnor Of The Cradie of I:h:r:»” :

ochester. has m

ars, he compiled and is pre

sently compiling a chronicle of black American influence

on Rochester’s history.

4

Rev. Clayton. Coles is pictured with his wife. In 1891 he founded the
Belcoda Baptist Church of Mumford, NY and was the caretaker of the
Belcoda Cemetary for 25 years.

“My grandfather, Clayton A. Coles, had several mas-
ters before he got connected with Stonewall Jackson in
Culpepper, Virginia (Confederate General Thomas
Jonathan Jackson). Then the Emancipation Proclamation
came. He was released through the government and he
came up here.”

Howard Coles examined the records stored in his mind
The statistics began to unravel a chronological pattern of
the Cole ancestry. Clayton Cole was ordained August 26

1885 in Culpepper at the Ebeneezer Baptist Church
There was a period of time in Philadelphia, he marmed

Ellen Wilson and became an employee of Johs
Wanamaker, operator of a dry goods and clothing store, 3

forerunner of today’s department store
Continued on next page

Y



ROCHESTER ROOTS/ROUTES Continued
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Migrating to Mumfor - ton. L. Thomas Fortune, Heste;
was ogne of %he founders of Belcoda Baptist Church, later George Eastman, Roserta D. Spr

Mumford Second Baptist Church.

; "“I,ﬁh(g,' |
Cllires -y s
t!“", .( '&,qﬂ;. &

0y

AgUC ar P
Douglass family and many ... < Other g, 28
ug _ l o Wan: ‘) ¥
- n had Of thc . . ”., MOre Py
ion officer, Captain John Harmon fa rick Douglass m . ‘ ’
2 'fmc.lmerurlrllttl;e(:nofoCulPCPPC?r,p Virginia blacks from his g‘: tf;lc(fvenue - 5‘ Nurth“\f‘(;‘::: nf, Nginal)y .
recr;nllte’ 2}z?rm to work on his land in Churchville, NY. at :land B e ande ;"' aler o
it ally the Culpepper connection settled In e . Y din nez;rby Mt. Hope ('cn‘-) Ik Doy 8
E\llﬁ)? ’ communities of Wheatland, Scottsville, 15 buneV'vian Jeffrey’chlc " "‘ ary Ll
1;\318 Cna?fdonia and LeRoy. Most of the early migrants Mrs'l:ho:n B Al the :} an fl‘;"‘) UrVivipg hilg
‘c/)(r)ll:e’d the many gypsum mines in a place called Garbut. J..W. i t‘l)me st’a s 3{ .d*mg,l.m Day oy !
H d Coles’ father, Charles Coles, worked in those ~ UOMS : b ~C. She way ¢ hosen ¢
Howarf tﬁ,es raeeard wearacommoratlvg wreatl d?:)lind ner shoulder, @
! or thirty-1ive years. : assed away in 1926
ml%:\il)' on, tge root).,s of fraternal and sororal organiza- F{)T:)Oen(l)gstﬁg glembers onythc J.W‘ R :
tions had been firmly established in most of the b!ack T Doseias Movene. Pson ( OMmimypye,
communities. Rochester, New York was no exception. g’réh‘? r;l employee of Eentrul rn:':‘““' d;\ Leon Josepp
' : verged at ubois, e e oank, C)
Many of the routes from fox:mer slave status con lg s Eureka Lodge and a guiding force in he " aplai o
Rochester and social groupings of the new arrivals reu | . | PINg newjy
ReiEM A2 - ing slav- arrived blacks find suitable housing . |
ited the ties that had been temporarily severed during sla :

ery and the war.

Eureka Lodge, No. 36 F. & A.M., a group of Prince
Hall masons was organized and fully chartered in 1879.
The first Worshipful Master was William H. Bruce.

In 1894, John W. Thompson, a native of Culpepper,
Virginia and member of Eureka Lodge No. 36 F. & A.M. .

initiated a proposal to erect a monument in memory of
black American soldiers and sailors killed in the Civil
War.

J.W. Thompson had been a resident of Rochester since
the early 1850’s and was actively involved with Memorial
A.M.E. Zion Church and the masons.

When Frederick Douglass passed, the committee—

under the chairmanship of Thompson—unanimously

agreed to direct their efforts toward a monument for
Douglass.

Thompson, who settled in Rochester with his wife
(Mary Elizabeth Overton of Auburn, New York), was in-

strumental in involving hundreds of famous personalities
with the erection and dedication of the monument. Gover-

nor Theodore Roosevelt, Booker T. Washington, Senator

20

J.W. Thompion came :
to Rochester from £0n Joseph Dy
Culpgpper,h\i/slrgll:lli:;:n lw“ ‘ nn in I"ullo::h\\
addl.tlon to : thwo n Oswego e |
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DuBois came to Rochester from Syracuse, New York
He was married to the former Carrie Sprague and was a
prominent member of Trinity Presbyterian Church then
located on the corner of Reynolds and Bronson.

Trinity is the second oldest black church, founded in
1902.

After the turn of the century, the DuBois descendants
made notable contributions for the improvement of Hlack
American representation in the community of Rochesier

A Native Son
Henry Thornton Williams (1892-

I expect to pass through this world but once. An
therefore that I can do, or any kindness that | cans how I
fellow creature, let me do it now. Let me not defer or 1«
it, for I shall not pass this way again.

AUTHOR UNKNOWN
On the brightest days when sunhg?“ i \lll o the
flame to warm the lip-red roses slipplng quict \ it
bannister, Henry Thornton Williams sits in his m¢!

about...time/July.




o1S.
r; Brighton, On the outer edge of Roches.

(892 when the bustling intersection at
e o and Culver Road was wide fields
o AV ciment of thick trees.

(0% py 8 168 out there to Cobbs Hill? Yoy kpoy,
; marker 1s? There use to be two brick
8 in o o and mygccmotier, i
¥ s thefS: - Gherman lived in the other,”

0= ameC ™y Williams, as perhaps the oldest living
Rochester area, is one of the fey,
ik O " Lalhistorians. His memory lays out a pricejes
oo ning nester at the end of the nineteenth and the
5 of ROC e rwentieth centuries.

e change§—S°Cial as well as physical—
“There a Thornton Williams hauled water to the work.
e, ding the Cobbs Hill reservoir for the city.
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Henry Thornton
Williams worked for
45.years at Marine
Midland Bank, earlier
known as Union Trust
Company. As a child,
he carried water up
Cobbs Hill to workers

building the reservoir.

“When I was a kid,” he said, “all around Monroe
Avenue was farm and my father use to work as a farmer
and did coachman work.”

His mother, Mrs. Tulip Williams, was a sister of Maria
Mines Stevens who was the wife of Jesse Stevens, the

I |
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?‘?’a Jesse came here first,” recalled Mr. Williams.

1"‘ Williams family migrated to Rochester from Dawn,
viiginia, a small place near Richmond in Hanover
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_hen memory 18 blocked by age or any other condi-
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. d Latin word is used to record the “approximate”

} sometimes written, ¢.—means “about” or
daround.”
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Bonew T+ ’ ¢1890 is the year computed as the arrival of
2 tomton Williams and his family to the brick
of the Cobbs Hill reservoir site.

v e =18 the year we assumed they left the brick

goe 4place on South Clinton Avenue and Goodman

H05.” there was more of a positive feeling about

p
o
=
-
= a-
!

—
CT AN
. ! -’c}, ? 5“ ,
Y J.u‘.

—
> & s

LO( (hcy
They had
concrete down
hese carts and
dump it in the

what they called a harrow guage railroad
dump carts for concrete. They'd make the con
on Monroe Avenue and they'd put it in |
John would take it up there on the hill and
forms they had made ”

The elder Thornton worked for a five and ten cents
company and then moved over on the city’s payrol

“He went to work for the citv pick -
| . y picking up trashy thing
and putting them in a wagon,” y—
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In 1917, Henry Thornton Williams was hired by the
Union Trust Company Bank—Marine Midland-—as a por
ter. The bank was on State Street during those years

Pictures passed through his memory and a snapshot
Continued on page L
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Account Executive

Certificates of Deposit

(Insured. No COmmission )
Individual Retirement Account
Mutual Funds
Stocks/Bonds
Investment Plan for
Your Child’s Education

Dean Witter Reynolds Inc.

42 East Ave., Second Flooy Hochester NY 14804

(716) 235-8282

_f — ,1 nem-y Thornton Williams’ collection of memories also includes other
~ collections such as tl!e ceramic elephants on the table. He is proud of
~ his 40-year service pin from Marine Midland Bank_

~ lances and helped out around the hospitals. e «»7
- Henry Thornton Williams smiles tondly whenever

 “Gay Paree” is mentioncd. THE MORE You

- They returned to the states July, 1919 and Henry

became a charter member in the Veteran of Foreign Wars, KN( W 1\“( ) 104 ) :\l ONEY 5

Trott Emerich Post.

~In 1920, he returned to Union Trust after a short stint as Tl l E B l*:’lvl‘ Ig R ,

porter for a stockbroker in the old I'mangle Building on
East Avenue. There was only one other black at the Union “YE I J( )( ) K
man. His name was George Burks, an enterprising young E

Trust Bank when Henry Thornton Williams was a floor-

how to make it grow — come to us

- brothers and sister passed and Henry Thornton Williams

o had been with the company for many years. At Rochester Community Savings i

~ Henry Thornton Williams stayed with the bank—they Barik e e i S HE L |
‘had moved to their present location at 19 West Main DAllR, Weve got a tull range of |

‘ Street_..for 45 years. imnnovanve prnduct\ a1 SCIVICUS, M) ’:
- After their parents passed away, the Williams family when you've got questions about |
- made an effort to stay together. Then one by one, the money — how to get it, how to keep i g

,?

Coming Next month! Because the more Voul know about

money, the better Rochester

Rochester Roots/Routes, Part I1 Community Savings Bank looks. |
20th Century Express
Repetitions of History . |
Caribbean Connections :1 ROCHESTER COMMUNITY |
Above and Beyond SAVINGS BANK

The more you know about money, the better we look.

Knocking for Opportunities

- @bout...time/July, 1984 -



Hair Boutique

715 Hudson Ave. / Rochester, NY / 342-1674
FULL SERVICE SALON FOR MALES/FEMALES

Hair Weaving
Cuts ® Braiding
Eye Waxing
Highlighting
Retail Products

KATIE’S HAIR BOUTIQUE COUPON
10% OFF For Hair Weaving
and Braiding (Fffective July-August, 1984)

Thursday’s, Special Discounts on:
Press & Curl, Relaxers, Shampoo

Celebration. That's what birthdays are all about.

To observe with ceremonies of respect, festivity
and rejoicing the birth of something good and

noble. At First Federal, we're celebrating
Rochester's 150th Birthday by recognizing and
praising the thousands of Rochesterians who,
through the years, have been responsible for

our City’s growth and vitality.

First Federal is proud to be among those who
have played an important role in Rochester’s

development. And, as long-time community
residents, it's an honor for us to share in this

memorable celebration. |
Happy Birthday, Rochester!
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SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION OF ROCHESTER

Member FSLIC
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